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A true declaration of the eſtate in 
V1iRGINIA, 


ZI HERE is a great diſtance, 
2 berwixt the vulgar opinion 
$7 of men, and the 1udicious 
A & apprel: ifion of wiſe men. 
. \ Opinion i is as blind Oedipus, 
? who could ſce nothing, but 
would heare all things, Hmcaucypari Mk 
moris oagi,to hawke atterthe winged report of 
avagabond rumor. But iudgement, is asSalo- 
mon in his throne, able by the ſpirit of wiſe- 
* doine, to diſcerne betwixt conteſtingtruth, and 
at: neither depending on the popular 
breath of fame,whichis cuer partiall,nor ypon 
the cuent of good defignes,which are cuer ca- 
{uall. Theſe two ebentnartdies of our aftecti- 
ons, haue diuided the vniuerſall ſpirits of our 
land, whilit ( in the honorable enterpriſe for 
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plantation in Virginia) ſome, are caried away 
with the tide ot vulgar opinion, and others, 
are encouraged, by hb principles of religion, 
and reaſon. But becaule, it is tor hawkes and 
not for men, to build their neſts1n aires, and 
becauſe the honor and proſperity of this ſo 
noble an a&tion,is eclipſed by the 1 interpolition 
of clamorous & tragicall narrations: the com- 
piler of this relation endeuoureth to waſh 
away thoſe ſpots,which foule mouths(to iuſti- 
fie, their owne diſlotalty ) haue caſt vpon ſo 
truirtull, ſo tertile, and ſo excelient acountry. 
Viherein he proteſleth, that he will relate no- 
thing ( concerning /irgma ) but what he hath 
"Iii. the ſecrets af the wdiciall councell of 
Vireinia, from the letters of the Lord LaIſare, 
from the mouth of Sir Thomas Gates, whoſe 
wiſedomes(he concciueth) arc not ſo ſhallow, 
as cally to be deceiued of others, nor conſcien- 
ces ſo wretched, as by pretences to deceiue 
others. 

But when a matter of ſuch conſequence, 1s 
not to be {hufled ouer with ſupine negli- 
gence, and when no man raiſeth a faire buil- 
ding, that laith not afirme foundation, it will 

nor 
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not be 1 impertinent, to dig alittle deeper, that 


we may build a greatdeale higher: and from 
the vniuerſall policie of all ciuill ſtates 1n re- 

leniſhing the world with colonies of dome- 
ſticall ſubie&s)to derive this wiſedome to our 
populous {tate and country. 


That which Orj2en ſaid of Chrilts actions Colonies, 


in vertues morall , holdeth proportion with 
Gods aGtionsin gouernment politicall, Dei fa- 
Fa,ſunt noſtra precepta,Gods actions, are our 11- 
ſtructions: who (inthe eleuenth of Genetis ) 
turned the greatelt curſing, into the greatelt 
bleſs1ng, = by confuſion of rongues, kept 
them trom contuſion of ſtates; ſcattering thoſe 
clouen people, into as many colonies ouer the 
face of the earth, as there are diuerſities of lan- 
guages in the earth. Now it Tertulhans rule be 
true, Omne genus ab origine cenſendum that euery 
action 1s moſt beutitgll ; in the originall. Can 
there be a better beginning then trom God, 
whoſe wiledome 1s not queſtioned , and 
whole footſteps in all ſucceeding ages haue 
beene followed. Search the records Sfdinins 
truth, and humane monuments of ſtate, you 


ſhall find, Salmanaſar tranſporting the Babilo- 


mans, 
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nians, and other Gentiles, to Samaria: and re- 
plenithing with the captiues of Iſraell, the dif- 
copled confines of Media. a 
You ſhallfind that 1 4o. yeeres afterthe de- 
ſtruction of Troy the Ionian colony,was carried 
trom Greece,to Aſia: by which that famous Ci- 
ty of Epheſus wes firlt builded, and inhabited. 
You (hall find the Egiprians, planted Babilon, 
Argos,aud Athens. The Phenicians firſt inhabi- 
ting Carthage, Vtica, and Thebes. That Timolcon 
andthe city of (orinth, at one time repeopled 
Sicilie, with 10000. ſoules. That the Romans 
deduced 53. colonies out of the City of Rome 
into the wombe of Traly. That Bremins an En- 
gliſhman by birth, but ſonne in Jaw to the 
| King of France, with an equall third part ofthe 
kingdome, entred into the hart of /taly, gaue 
the prime ſacke to the City of Rome, and di- 
uerted from thence to Gallogrecia, whole ot- 
ſpring poſſeſlethat land vato this day. 
That the Admirall of France, among all 
the feares and diſcouragements of ciuill wars, 


neuer gaue ouer the proiect of plantation in 


Florida. 
Which heroicall ations, haue not beene E 
vader- =* 
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vndertaken by ſo mighty ſtates and Prin- 
ces, ypon triuiall and vulgar motiues, 
when by theſe courſes that firſt bleſling 
(of creſcite and multiplicamini , increaſe and 
mulriplie) hath beene ſanQified: the mea- 
ner ſorte haue beene prouided : the mat- 
ter of plagues, famine and (edition, hath 
beene exhauſted : the fennes of a ſtate 
politique were drained : the enemies of 
their peace were bridled: the reucnues of 
their treaſury were augmented : and the 
limites of their domimiogs were enlar- 
ged. 

Which diuine, humane, externall, and 
domeſticall, examples, doe ſhine before 
vs, as a Pharaoes towre, that wee ſhould 
not make ſhipwracke of our intentions, 
concerning Virgmua. 

Blacke enuie, and pale feare, being not 
able ro produce any arguments , wh 
that ſhould bee lawtull tor France, hich 
is (in vs) volawfull : that which to Rome 
was polſlible, (to vs) is impoſſible : that 
which to others is honourable, and pro- 
| B fitable, 


Three Heads, 
Lawſull, 
Poſhble, 
Profitable, 
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firable, (1n vs) ſhould bee traduced, asin- 
commodious , baſe, and contemptible: 
wherefore ynder theſe three heads of law- 
fulnefle, polſibility, and commoditne,wall 
I marſhall a. thoſe reaſons, which may 
reſolue the religious, encourage the per- 
ſonall, confirme the noble, and ſatiſhe the 
timorous aduenturer. 
Firſt, it it bee vnlawtfull : it muſt be {o, 
either in reſpect of the law of God, or in 
regard of the lawe of man. It in reſpect 
ot Gods lawe, (conſidering our primarie 
end is to plant religion, our ſecondaric 
and {ubalternate ends are tor the honour 
and profit of our nation )I demand a re- 
folution of tlis plaine queſtion : whe- 
ther it bee not a determinated truth, that 
the Goſpell ſhould bee preached, to all 
the world, before the end of the world > 
If, it muſt bee preached, (as heauen aad 
earth muſt paſſc awate , but Gods word 
thall not paſſe awaie ) then mult it bee 
preached, one of theſe three waies : Fi- 
ther meerly Apoſtolically , without rhe 


helpe 
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helpe of man, ( without ſo much as a 
ſtafte ( or meerely imperialitc , When a 
Prince, hath conquered their bodies, that 
the Preachers may teede their ſoules ; Or 
mixtly, by diſcoueric, and trade of mar- 
chants ; where all remporall meanes are 
vcd for detence, and ſecurity, but none 
tor oftence, or crueltie. For the firſt ( to 
preach Apoſtolicallie) icis ſimplieimpoſ- 
ſible : except wee had the gitt of tongues, 
that cuerie nation might heare the word 
of God in their owne language; or the 
guift of miracles, thar it might be confir- 
med, with wonders from heauen ; which 
two becing ceaſed, queſtionleſle the iden- 
ticall commiſſion of the Apoliles is ex- 
pired : Ort yet the matter bee vrged, 
that God by fiſhers did conuert Empe- 
rors and therefore that wee muſt aduen- 
ture our lives without humane helpe; 
yet mult it bee remembred, that there is 
no Apoſtolicall preaching, but where wee 
may expect cithcir their conuerſion, or 
our martyrdome. But we can expe@ nei- 
B 2. ther, 
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ther , not their conuerſion who cannot 
ynderſtand vs , nor our martyrdome, 
when the people of Florida, did deuoure 
the Preachers of the word, withoutſpeak- 
ing any word. Non qua ( briſtian, ſed quia 
Lombee: , not becauſe they were chriſtian 
men, but becauſe they were men, wee 
cannot be ſaid to be martyrs, when wee 
are not killed. becauſe wee are chriſtians. 
And therefore the Icluite Acoſta contel- 
ſeth ( notwithitancing Bellamines relati- 
on of Indian miracles ) that they haue no 
tongues, they haue no ſignes from hea- 
uen, andthey can haue no martyrdome, 
and by conſequent there is no meanes left 
of Apoſtolical preaching. 

For the ſecond, to ch the Goſpell 
to a nation conquered , and to ſet their 
ſoules at liberty, when we haue brought 
their bodies to ſlauerie; It may bea mat- 
ter ſacred in the Rabary , but I know 
not how iuſtifiable in the rulers. Who for 
their meere ambition, doe ſet vpon it,the 


zloſſe of religion, Let the diuines of Sala- 
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manca,diſcuſle that queſtion,how the poſ- 
ſeflor of the welt lndies,firlt deſtroied,and 
then in{tructed. 

The third,belongs to vs, who by way 
of marchandizing and trade, doe buy of 
them the pearles of earth, and ſell rothem 
the pearles of heauen which ation, ifit 
be volawtull, itrmuſt proceede from one 
of theſe three grounds , either becauſe 
we cometo them, ortrade with them, or 
tarrie and dwell aud poſleſle part of their 
country amongſt them, 

Is it vnlawtull becauſe wee come to 
them 2? why is it not a dutie of chriſtiani- 
tie, to behold the imprinted footſteps of 
Gods glorie, in euery region ynder hea- 
uen? Is 1t notagainit the lawe of nations, 
to violate a peaceable ſtranger, or to'denic 
him harbour. The Ethiopians, Fgyp- 
tians, and men of (hma, are branded with 
a foule marke of {anguinaric and barba- 
rous ivhumanity, for bleſling theirIdols, 
with the bloud of ſtrangers. It is not vn- 
lawful, to ir ade with them, exceptSalomon 

B 3 ſhall 
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ſhall bee condemned for ſending for gold 


to Ophir, Abraham for making a league with 
Abimelech, and all chriitendome ſhall bee 
traduced, for hauing comerce with Turks 
and miſcreants. 

Finallie, it 15 not valawtull, that wee 
poſleſle part of their land, and dwell with 
them, and defend our (clues trom them, 
Partlie becauſe there 1s no other, mode- 
rate, and mixt courſe , to bring them to 
conuerſion , but by daile conuerſation, 
where they may ſcethe life,and learne the 
language each of other. 

Partlie, becauſe there 1s no truſt to the 
fidelitie of humane beaſts, except a man 
will make a league, with Lions, Beares, 
and Crocodiles. 

Partlie becauſe there 15 roome ſutfci- 
entin the land ( as Sichem ſometime faid) 
for them,and ys : the extent of an hundred 
miles, being ſcarce peopled with 2000. 
inhabitaats. 

Partlie, becauſe they haue violated the 


lawe of nations, and vſcd our Ambaſla- 
{ dors 
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dors as Ammen did the ſernants of Dawd: 
If in him it were a 1uſt cauſe to warre 
againft the Ammonites, it is lawfull, in 
vs, to ſecure our ſelues, againſt the in- 
dels. 

But chicflie becauſe Paſpehay , one of 
their Kings, ſold ynto vs tor copper, land 
to inherit and inhabite. Powhatan, their 
chiefe King , receiued yoluntarilie a 
crowne and a ſ{cepter, with atull acknow- 
ledgement ofdutic and ſubmiſſion. | 

Principallie when Captaine Newport 
was with Powhatan at Warow 4 comaco hee 
deſired him to come from lames towne as 
a place ynholeſome, , and to take poſle(- 
ſion of an other whole kingdome which 
he gaue ynto him. It any man alleadge, 
that this was done in ſubtlety , not thar 
they euer meant we ſhould poſleſlethem, 
butthat they mighthritgaine by vs, and 
then deſtroy vs. This makes our cauſe, 
much the1ſter, when God turned their 
ſubtletie, to our vrilitie: g1UINgvnto vs a 
lawfull poſteſſion, (as Pharave gaue Goſhen 


ro 
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to 1/raell; or Ephronſold his caue to Abrae 
ham)and frecing vs, trom all impious and 
ſiniſter conſtruction . It anie man al- 
leadge, that yet wee can poſleſle no far- 
ther limits, than was allotted by compo- 
ſition, and that fortitudo ſine tuſtitia, eft mi- 
quitatis Materia, tortitude without iuſtice, 
is but the firebrand of iniquitie. Let him 
know that Plato defineth 1t, to bee no in- 
iuſtice, to take a ſword out of the hand 
of amad man ; That Auſten hath allow- 
edit, for a lawfull oftenſiue warre, quod 
clciſcitur iniurias that reuengeth bloudic 
iniuries. So that if 1uſt offences fhall ariſe, 
it can bee no more intuſtice to warre 
againſt infidells, than itis when vpon iuſt - 
occaſions wee watre againſt Chriſtians. 
And thereforel cannot ſce, butthat theſe 
truths, will fanne away all thoſe chatfic 
imputations , which anic Romiſh boa- 
ſters (that challenge a monopolic of all 
conuerſions)will caſt vpon it, or any ſcru- 
pulous .conſcience can impute ynto it. 


Certaialic the Church ot Genewa in the 
yeere 
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yeeke 1555. determined in a Synode, 
whereof (( aluine) was preſident , to ſend 
Peter Richier , and William uadrigarins, vn- 
der a French Captaine to Braſilia , who 
although they were ſupplanted, by the 
comming of the Cardinall of Loraine, 
and the trecherie of their double hear- 
ted leader, yet would notthe Church of 
Geneua , (atter a Synodicall conſultation) 
haue ſent their miniſters to ſuch an ad- 
uenture, had not all ſcruples, ( in their 
iudgement) beene cleared by thelight of 
Scripture. 

VVhen therefore, it is a (weete ſmel- 
ling ſacrifice, to propagate the nameof 
leſus Chriſt, when the Babyloniſh In- 
chantreſle (if her owne Calenders, areta 
bee credited ) hath compaſled ſea, and 
land,to make, fixe, eight, or ten millions, 
of Romiſh proſelites. When there is 
no other, mixt, moderate, courſe, .to 
tranſport the Fireman loules to heauen, 


When there hath beene a reall conceſſi- 
C on 
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on from their rurall Emperour, that 
hath licenſed vs to negotiate among 
them, and to poſleſle their countrie with 
them. When there is more ynpeopled 
continent of earth, than wee and the 
( betore the diſſolution of the pillars of 
heauea ) can ouerburden with multitude. 
When we neuer intend to play the Reho- 
boams , and to ſcourge them with ſcorpi- 
ons. It is not good, to create more ſinnes, 
then God euer cenſured : nor to brand 
that ation with impietie , which God 
hath begun for promulgating of his glo- 
rie Nunquid ideo deforme eft, quia figura men- 
titur * 1s the action therefore deformed, 
becauſe a falſe glaile doth Mlaunder 
it 2 

Concerning the other braunch of this 
diſcourſe, wherein ſome lic whiſperers 
would ſeeme to caſt an aſperfion of in- 
wuſtice ypon the a@tion , ſuppoling ſome 


torraine Prince to hauc a former inte- 
relt, 


Certains 
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Certainlie hee is but a rotten ſubie& 
that quarells the aftions of his countrie, | 
deſcrying a ſerpentine ſtinge ynder the 
faire leaues of pictie. And thoughit bee 
not for a theoreticall Schollar, to circum- 
ſcribe the dominions of Princes , yet a 
tew proofes from antiquitie, ſhall ſuthce 
to controwle ignorant or preſumptuous 
follie. 

In the yeere 11590. Madocke the 
ſonne of Owen Guyneth Prince of North- 
wales ( leauing the land in contention be- 
twixt his two brethren Howell and Da- 
uid) failed into the Welt Indies, and after 
aſccond,and a third returne, and ſup- 
plic, ſetled himſelfe in thoſe domini- 
ONS. 

In the yeere 1495. John ( abot a Vene- 
tian , but the indenized ſubie&t of Kin 
Henriethe ſeauenth diſcouered the Non, 
parts of America, to Meta mcoguta, and fo 
it was annexed to the Crowne of En- 
gland. le YE 

C2 As 
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As for the donation of Alexander the 
ſixt; "it is but a reciprocallclawivg, when 
Emperors create their ſeruants Biſhops 
vniverſall, and ſhauclings create their 
Lords,Emperors generall, 

It the donation of ( oftantine were 
not more vertuall tor Saint Peters pa- 
trimonie, wee ſhould haue ncede of 
more purgatories , to maintaine fuell 
in the Popes kitchen : for it the king- 
dome of Chriſt was not on earth, 
what a tranſubitantiated power, doth 
the pretended Vicarot Chriſt claime, to 
diſpoſe all the kingdomes of thecearth. 

Petrerch recordeth a memorable hiſto- 
rie, of Sautirs brother to the King of 
Spaine , who was elected generall againſt 
the Saracens of Egypt , and comming to 
Rome for that purpoſe, the Biſhop of 
Rome, made it to bee proclaimed in the ' 
Conlfiſtorie that hee bettowed the king- 
| dome ot Egypt vpon Santis. Santins vn- 
| derſtanding this fauour, ( by his inter- 
| preter) 
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preter ) commanded - to proclaime the 
Pope, great Caleph ot Baldacho: pertuming 
the ſonne of pride, with his owne 
{moke. 
The Pope hauing no more power, to 
make Santis a King , then Sautues had 
power to make the Pope a Caleph. Let 
tuch retailers of Crownes rememiber, 
who it was that ſometime aide, alltheſe 
will I giue thee it thou wilt fall downe, 
and worſhipme, And yet withthis item 
thatthe diuel| pretended to giue no more 
than he ſaw. 

Thefe points beeing thus defined, I 
come to the polsibility ; Againit which 
three maine impediments are obiected. 
Firlt the daungerous paſlage by fea, ſe- 
condlie the barrenneſle of the coun- 
trie, thirdly the vnholeſomneſle of the 
climate : the ſtorme that ſeperated the 
admurall trom the fleete proouing the 
hrſt, the famine amongſt our men im- 
porting the ſecond, the fickneſle of our 


C3 men. 
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men arguing the third . All which dif- ' 


couragements doe aſtoniſh our men 
with tcare, as though our expences were 
vnprofitable , when , our ends are im- 
pollible. 

But before I ſhall enter into this diC- 
courſe I muſt craue leaue to make a ne- 
ceſſaric digreſſion, and to 1ultifie his 
reputation whole worth 1s of ſpeciall 
regard in this plantation. 

Sir Thomas Gates ſuppoſeth himlſelfe 
accuſed publiquelic and in print of a 
treeble detect. 

Firſt that hee ranne fo farre Souther- 
lie and into the Tropique,that the heat 
cauſed the infection 1n the ſhips. 

Secondlice that hee gaue a ſealed di- 
rection , that if they were ſeperated by 
anie ſtorme, that they ſhould make for {| 
the Baruada in the Welt Indies, which | 
direction himſelte following , it cauſed 
his ſhipwracke , bur the other ſhippes, 

{ vpon better iudgement ) declining 
| : thele 
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cheſe inſtrutions, ariued ſafelic in Yir- 
oma. 

Thirdlie that hee caried in one bot- 
rome all the principall Commiſſioners 
who ſhould ſucceſfiuele haue gouer- 
ned the Colonie. Againſt all which 
imputations, hee maketh this iuſt Apo- 
logie. 

Firſt hee confeſſeth that a little be- 
fore they came vnto the Canaries, 
that hee entred into confultation with 
Sir George Summers , Captaine Newport, 
and the other of chicte regarde in the 
flecte, wherein it was reſolued by an 
yniformime of conſent, to runne Sou- 
therlie into the Tropique , which they 
did,till they came to the height of foure 
and twentie , but hee denieth that this 
courſe was anle cauſe of intetion. For 
m the Faulcon, the BleſSmg, the Lyon, 
( and in the Admirall wherein were one 
hundred and fittie ſoules) there: was not 

| one 
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one ſicke of the peſtilence nor other 
diſeaſe ; In the other two ſhips the. in- 
tection was ſomewhat hote, but they 
ſhipped the ſame trom London ; To 
the ſecond hee attirmeth , that hee firſt 
gaue them ſealed inſtructions ( not 
to bee opencd till a time of ſtorme) 
which directed them to the Baruada, But 
after when they came to the height of 
foure and twentie , hee countermaun- 
ded thoſe directions by word of mouth, 
and aſligned them, {( that it they were 
ſcattered ) that they ſhould make with 
all ſpeede for Yirginia. Which him- 
(elte ( eſteeming the price of time vn- 
ualuable ) woulde haue exccuted, had 
not the violent leake ot the ſhippe 
hindred him, So that the other ſhips 
fate ariuall in Yirgmia , proceeded ori- 
ginallie from his aduiſe and autho- 
ritie. 

Tothe third, he briefly ignificth, thatno 


other 
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other Commiſsioners were in his Ship,but 
ſuch, ( as for eſpecial] reaſons ) were pre- 
ciſely and peremptorily appointed , by the 
Councell of Virginia. And thus you ſee, 
that Tacitus wiſely obſerued two great ene- 
mies of great actions, Jenorantiam verid? 
Inzidiam, the ignorance of Truth, and the 
emulation of Verrtue. 

To returne therefore ynto the maine 
channell of this diſcourſe, and to diſpell 
the clouds of feare , that threaten ſhip- 
wracks , and ſea-dangers : For weare not 
to extenuate the ſeas tempeſtuous yio- 
lence,nor yet therefore to diſpaire of Gods 
aſsiſtivg proutdence, For true it is , that 
when Sr Thomas Gates , Sir George Sum- 
mers, and Captaine -Newport , were in the 
height of 27.and the 24. of luly -1609, 
there aroſe ſuch a ſtorme, as if Jonas had 
been flying vnto Tarshiſh : the heauens 
were obſcured , and made an Egyptian 
vight of three dates perpetuall horror z the 
women lamented;the hearts of the paſſen- 
gers failed ; the experience of the ſea Cap- 
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taines was amaled : the skill of the marri- | 

ners was confounded : the Ship molt vio- 

lently lezked , and though two thouſand 

tunne of water by pumping trom Tueſ- 

day noone til Fryday noone was diſchar- 

ged, notwithſtanding the Ship was halfe 

hlled with water, and thoſe which labou- 

red to keepe others from drowning were 

halte drowned themſelues in labouring. 

But God thac heard Ionas crying out of the , 

belly of hell, he pittied the diſtreſles of ; 

his ſeruants: For behold, inthe laſt period - 

of necel:itic , Sir George Summers delcryed 

land, which was by ſo much the mbre 1oy- 

tull, by how much their danger was deſ- 

pairefull. The Iſlands on which they tell 

were the Bermudos ,a place hardly acceſla- 

blezthrough the inuironing rocks and dan- | 

gers: notwithſtanding they were forced to L 

| runnetheir Ship on ſhoare,which through 

| Gods prouidence fell betwixt two rockes, 

| that cauſed her to ſtand firme and not im- 

| mediatly to be broken,God —y his 
| 


mercie ynto them , that with their long | 
| Boats 
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Boats they tranſported to land before 
night, all their company , men, women, 
and children, to the number of one hun- 
dred and fiftie, they carryedto ſhoareall 
the prouifion of ynſpent and vnſpoyled 
victuals, all their furniture and tackling of 
the Ship, leauing nothing but bared ribs, 
asa pray ynto the Ocean. 
Thele Iſlands of the Bermudos , haue 
euer beene accounted as an inchaunted 
ile of rockes, and a deſert inhabitation 
tor Diuels ; butall the Fairics of the rocks 
were but flocks of birds, and all the Di- 
uels that haunted the woods , were but 
heards of ſwine. Yea and when Acoſta in 
his firſt booke of the hyſtories of the In- 
dies,auerreth, that though in the continent 
there were diuerſe beaſts,and cattell, yet in 
the I/lands of Hifpaniola, Iamaica, Margua- 
rita,and Dominica,there was not one hoofe, 
it increaſeth the wonder , how our people 
in the Bermudos found ſuch abundance of 
Hogs, that for nine moneths ſpace they 
plentifully ſufficed:and yetthe number ſee- 
D 2 med 
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med not much diminiſhed. Again,as in the 
great famine of Tſraell, God commanded 
Elias to flieto the brooke Cedron, and there 
fed him by Rauens ; ſo God prouided tor 
our diſconſolate people inthe midſt of the 
Sea by foules : butwith an admirable dif- 
ference; vnto Elias the Rauens brought 
meat , vnto our men the foules brought 
( themſelues) for meate : for when they 
whiſteled , or made any ſtrange noyle, the 
foules would come and ſit on their ſhoul- 
ders,they would ſuffer themſeluesto be ta- 
ken and weighed by our men, who would 
make choile of the fatteſt and faireſt, and 
let flie the leane and lighteſt. An accident, 
I take it, that cannot be paralleld by any 
Hyſtorie, except when God ſent abun- 
dance of Quayles to feed his I/rael inthe 
barren wilderneſle . Laſtly they found the 
berries of Cedar , the Palmeto tree, the 
prickle peare,ſutficient ith, plentie of Tor- 
toiſes, and diuers other kinds, which ſuth- 
ced to ſuſtaine nature. They found diver- 
fity of woods, which miniſtred materials 

for 
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for the building of two Pinaces, according 
to the direction of the three prouident 
Gouernours. 

Confider all theſe things together. At 
the fant of neede , they deſcryed land, 
halfe an hower more, had buried their me- 
morial inthe Sea. Ifthey had fel by night, 
what expectation of light,from an yninha- 
bited deſart 2 They fell betwixt a laberinth 
of rockes, whichthey conceiue are moul- 
dred into the Sea, by thunder and light- 
ning. This was not Ariadnes threed,bur the 
direct line of Gods prouidence. If ithad 
not beeneſo neere land, their companieor 

rouifion had periſhed by water : if they 
fad not found Hogs, and foule, and fiſh, 
they had periſhed by famine : itthere had 
not beene fue! , they had perifhed by 
want of fire : if there had not beenetimber 
they could not haue tranſported them- 
ſelues to Virginia, but muſt haue beene for- 
gotten foreuer . Nimitm timet qu Deo non 
credit, heis too impiouſly fearetull, that 
will not truſt in God fo powerfull, 
JET D 3 What 
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What is there in all this tragicall Comz- 
die that ſhould diſcourage vs with impol- 
{fbilitie of the evterpriſe? when of all the 
Fleete , one onely Ship , by afecret leake 
was indangered, and yet in the gulte of 
deſpaire,was fo graciouſly preſerued . Que 
PUdetur pana , eſt medicina , that which we 
accompt a puniſhment of euill, is but a 
medicine againſt cull. 

After nine Moneths aboade in theſe 
Iflands,on the tenth of May 1610, they im- 
barqued themſelues in their two new built 
Pinaces, and after ſome eleuen daies ſaile, 
they arriued neere point Comfort vpon 
the coaſt of Virginia: where they had in- 
telligence of ſo wotull miſerie, as if God 
had onely preſerued them, to communi- 
cate 1n an new extremitie. 

From which' calamitie ,the other argu- 
ments of 1impoſsibilitie are tramed; For it 
the Countrie bee barren , or the ſcituation 
contagious ;as famine, and ſickneſle , de- 
ſtroy our Nation: wee ſtriue againſt the 


ſtreame of reaſon , and make our felues the 
\ub- 
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ſubies of ſcorne and derifion, Therefore 
in this maine point of conſequence , [ 
will propound this plaine and ſimple Me- 
res ; Firſt to demonſtrate that there is, 
and may be in Virginia a lutficient meanes 
(in all abundance) to ſuſtaine the life of 
man; Next that the Climate is wholeſome 
and temperate , agreeing with the conſti. 
rutions of our men ; Thirdly, that thoſe ex- 
tremities proceeded from accidentall and 
not inherent cuils, Laſtly, I will delineate 
theſtate of the the Colony, as Sir Thoms 
Gates left it vnder the gouernment of the 
honorable L. Laware : whereby it ſhall ap- 
peare, thatal] difficulties are amended,and 
that the State ofthat Countrie is ſufficiently 
mannaged. 


» 


To vein , with the ſtaffe of bread. It 
1s auowed ynto mee, in writing , in the 
words of the Author, that hath been there, 
as falloweth. They yſe ro put their wheat into 
the ground, fiue cornes in one ſpit of earth, and 
two beanes with them : which wheat cornes 
multiplying into divers ſtalks, grow vp tywelue, 
or 


Corne. 


Peaſe. 


Fruits. 


Hearbs. 
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or fourteene foote high : yeelding, ſome foure, 


fine, or ſix eares, on euery ſtalke ; andin euery 
eare,ſome fiue "Wa Wy ſome ſix hundred, ſome 

eauen hundred cornes : the two beanes, runne 
ypon the ſtalkes of the wheat, as our garden 
peaſe ypon ſtickes, which multiplie to a wonde- 
rous increaſe . I cannot let ſlip a great ſecret, 

( ſaith the Author ) whereof 1 will auvouch no 
more, then with my hands and eyes I haue 
handled and ſeene , and whereof to my great 
comfort , } haue often taſted : The wheat bee- 
ing ſowen thicke , ſome ſtalkes beare cares of 
corne ,and ſome (like fiences in trees )beare none: 
but in thoſe barren ſtalkes , there is as much 
inice as in ſome ſugar cane, of ſo delicate ataſt, 
asno fruit in England, is comparable toit; 
out of which Sir Raph Lane conceiued , that 
wee may extratt ſugar, great quantity . But 
Sir Thomas Gates affirmeth that our men doe 
make cordiall drinke thereof , to their great 

comfort. 

Beſides, the naturall Peaſe of the Coun- 
rrie returne an increaſe innumerable ,our 
garden fruits , both roots, hearbes , and 

flowers, 
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flowers , doe ſpring vp ſpeedily , all things 
committed to the earth , do multiply with 
an incredible yſurie. 

The Beaſts of the Countrie , as Deere, 
red,and fallow, do anſwere in multitude 
( people for people conſidered) to our 
proportion of Oxen , which appeareth by 
theſe experiences. Firſt the people of the 
Countrie are apparelled in the skinnes of 
theſe beaſts; Next, hard by the fort, two 
hundred in one heard haue been yſually 
obſerued : Further, our men have ſeene 
4000. of theſe skins pyled vp in one ward- 
roabe of Powhaton ; Laſtly , infinite ſtore 
haue been preſented to Capraine Newport 
vpon ſundry occurrents ; ſuch aplentie of 
Cartell, as all the Spaniards found not in 
the whole kingdome of Mexico, when all 
their preſents were but hennes , and giny- 
cocks,and the bread of Maize,and Cently. 

There are Arocouns, and Apoſsouns , in 
ſhape liketo pigges ,ſhrowded in hollow 
roots of trees; There are Hares and Co- 
nies,and other beaſts proper to the Coun- 

E trie 
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wie in plevtitull manner. 

O.r tranſported Cattell , as Horſes, 
Kine, Hogs , and Goats , do thrive ad 
happily : which'i 15 ed by a double 
experiment ; one,of Sir Raph Lane, who 
brought Kme "IU the Weſt Indie I- 
land; theother ofour Colony , who need 
take no other care of them, but leaſt they 
ſhould i{traie too farre, or be ſtolne from 
them. The Turkyes ot that Countrie are 
great, and fat, and exceeding in plentie. 
The rivers from Augutt, or September, 
nll February, are couered with flocks of 
Vildtoule : as lwannes, geeſe , ducke,mal- 
lard, teal , wigeons | hearons ; diners ,cur- 
lewes, 0g zodwights, plouers, ſights, dot- 
trels, cormerants, ( to vſe the words of Sir 
Thomas Gates ) in fuch abundance, as are 
not in all the world to be equalled. 

The Fruits ; as apples, running on the 
ground, in bigneſle and ſhape of a ſmall 
lemmon, in colour and taſt like to a pre- 
ſerued Apricock : grapes and walnuts in- 
numerab e3the vines beivg as common as 


bram- 
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brambles, the walnut trees as the elmes 
in Fngland . What ſhould | ſpeake of cu- 
cumber 5, muske melons, pomp1ons , po- 
ratoes, parſneps , carrets, turnups , which 
our gardens yeelded with little art and la- 
bour. God in this place 15 euer concur- 
ring with his gracious influence, it man 
{trangle not/h1s bleſsings, with carelefle 
negligence . [t ſhall ſulfice ro conclude in 
the words and phraſe of that noble Gouer- 
nour , the Lo. Laware, as it 15 warranted to 
mee by the copie of his Letters ſent to the 
Virginian Councell. 

Howſocuer , men haue belyed both it and 
themſelues , heretofore , yet let no rumor of 
the Countrie ( as If in the wombe thereof lay 
not theſe elementall ſeedes of plenty and in- 
creaſe ) waue any mans faire purpoſes , or 
wreſt them to a declyning and falling off from 
the bufineſſe. 


For the healthineſle and remperateneſle 7, Tempera- 


of the Clymate, agreeing to our confti- wc. 
rutions , much needs not be related, ſince 
in all the former written Treatiſes , it is ex- 
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preily obſerued. 


No man ought to ods of any Coun- 
Irie by the fennes and marſhes ( ſuch as is 
the place where James towne ſtauderh ) 
except we will condemne all England,for 
the Wilds and Hundreds of * ik wit 
Eflex-. In our particular , wee haue an in- 
fallible proofe of the temper ofthe Coun- 
trie: for of an hundred and odd, which 
were ſeated at the Falles, vnder the go- 
uernment of Captaine Francis Weſt , and 
ot. an hundred to the Sea-ward on the 
South ſide of the riuer, (in the Countrie 
of the Nanſamuds) ynder the charge of 
Captaine Tohn Martin; of all theſe two hun- 
dred, there did not ſo much as one man 
ado: when m Tames Towne, at the 
ſame time, and in the ſame moneths , 100. 
ſickned , and halfe the number died, 

The —W experiment was long fince in 
the regunent of Sir Raph Laxe, where, i in 
the ſpace of one whole yeare , not two of 
one Lead periſhed. Adde vnto this 


the diſcourſe of philoſophic , when in that 
Coun - 
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Countrie fleſh will receiue ſalt, and con- 
tinue vnputrified ( which it will not inthe 
Weſt Indies ) when the moſt delicate of all 
flowers , grow there as ftami[1arly, as inthe 
fields of Portingale , where the woods are 
repleniſhed with more ſweet barks, and 
a then they are in the pleſanteſt places 
ot Florida. How is it poſsible that {uch a 
virgin and temperat aire, ſhould work fuch 
contrarie effects, but becauſe our fort (that 
lyeth as a ſemy-lland) is moſt part inujro- 
ned with an ebbing and flowing ſaltwater, 
the owze of which ſendeth forth an vn- 
wholſome & contagious vapour ? To cloſe 
vp this part with Sr Thomas Gates his ex= 
periment:he profeſleth, that ina fortnights 
ſpace he recouered the health of moſt of 
Cle by moderat labour , whole ſickneſle 
was bred in them by intemperate idlenes. 
It any man ſhall accuſe theſe reports of 
partiall talſhood, ſuppoſing them to be bur 
Vtopian,and legendarie fables, becauſe he 
cannot concerue, that plentie and famine, a 


temperate climate,and diſtempered bodies, 
E 4 telt- 
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felcitie*,and mile r1e> can be reconciled tO- 
Tee! Jet On Ya Icace with judgement, 
but let lun woiyulge bet rehehath read. 
The ground of all | thole mileries, was the 
>ermulauuc proudence of God, who,in the 
tore-mentioned violent ſtorme  leperated 
the head from the bodie , all the vitall po- 
wersof regiment being ethd with Sir Tho- 
mas Gates in thoſe mtortunate ( yet fortu- 
nate )Ilands. The broken remainder of 
thoke ſupplies made a greater {hipwrack in 
the continent of Virgina, by the tempeſt of 
diſlention: euery man ouervaluing his own 
worth,would bea Commander: euery man 
ynderp;ibng an others value, denied to be 
commanded. The emulation of C ſar and 


Pompe rh , watered the plains of Pharſaly with 
bloud, and diſtracted the ſinewes of the 


Romane Monarchy. The diſſentions of the 
three beſieged Captains betraied the Citic 
of Hieruſalem to Ve ba an . how much more 
ealily mightambitious diſcord teare in pee- 
ces an -nfant Colony, where no eminent 
and reſpected magiſtrats had authoritic to 

puniſh 
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puniſh preſumptuous difobedience. Taci- 
tushath obſerued, that when Nero ſent his 
old trained {ouldiers to Trr antum and Au- 
rium, (but without their Captains and Cen- 
turians ) that they rather made a number , 
then a Colony : every ſouldier ſecretly gli- 
ded into ſome neighbour Province, and 
torſooke their appomted places:whichhat- 
ched this conſequent milchicte ; the Cities 
were vninhabited ,and the emperour was 
fruſtrated : when thertore licence,ſedition, 
and furie, are the truits of a headie, darivg, 
and ynruly multitude,it is no wonder that 
ſo many 1n our colony periſhed : it is a 
wonder,that all werenot deuoured. Omnrs 
mordinatus animns fibi ipfi fit pana, every in- 
ordinate foule becomes his owne puuſh- 
ment. 

The next fouritaine of woes was ſecure 
negligence,and improuidence,when every 
man ſharked for his preſent bootie but was 
alrogether cate!cſſe of ſucce-ding pevurie. 
Now,l demand whether Sici/;a.or Sardinia 
(ſometimes the barnes of Reme)could hop: 
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tor increaſe without manuring ? A Colony 
1s therefore denominated , becauſe the 
ſhould be Colonithe tillers of the earth,and 


' ſtewards of fertilitie:our mutinous loiterers 


vould not ſowwith prouidence,and there- 
iore they reaped the truits of too deare- 
bought repentance. An incredibleexample 
of their idlenes, 15 the report of Sir Thomas 
Gates,who athrmeth,thatafter his firſt com- 
ming thither,he hath ſeen ſome of them ear 
their fiſh raw,rather than they would go a 
ſtones caſt to fetch wood and drefle it. Dy 
laboribus omnia vendunt , God ſels ys all 
things for our labour,when Adam himlelfe 
might not [ue in paradice without dreſ- 
ſing the garden. 

Vnto1dleneſſe,you may ioynetreaſons, 
wrought by rhoſe vnhallowed creatures 
that forſooke the Colony,and expoſed their 
deſolate brethren to extreamemuſerie. You 
ſhall know that 28. or zo. of the companie, 
were appointed (in the Ship called the 
Swallow ) to truck for Corne with the Jndi- 
ans, and hauing obtained a great quantitie 

by 
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by trading,the molt (editious of them,con- 
ſpired together, perſuaded ſome, & enfor- 
ced others, to this barbarous proiect. They 
ſtole away the Ship,they made a league a- 
monegſt rhemſelues to be profeſſed pirates, 
with dreames of mountaines of gold , and 
happy robberies : thus at one inſtant, they 
wronged the hopes, and ſubuerted the 
cares of rhe Colony,who depending vpon 
their returne, fore-ſlowed to looke out for 
further prouiſion : they created the Indians 
our implacable enemies by ſome violence 
they had oftered:they carried away the beſt 
Ship (which thould have been a refuge, in 
extremities: ) they weakned our forces, by 
ſubſtraction of their armes, and ſuccours. 
Theſe are that ſcum of menthart fayling in 
their piracy, tha: beeing pinched with fa- 
mive and penune, after their wilde rouing 
vpon the S2a,when all their lawleſſe hopes 
taled, ſome remained with other pirates, 
they men vpou the Sea, the o hers reſol- 
ucd to returne for England, bound them- 
{clues by mutuall oath, roagree all in one 
re- 


z3 eA trueDeclaration 


report , to diſcredit the land , to deplore 
the famyne , audto proteſt that this their 
comming awaie , proceeded from deſpe- 
rate necelſitie : Thele are they, that roared 
outthe tragicall hiſtoric of the man eating 
of his dead wite in Virginia ; when the ma- 
ſter of this Ship willingly confeſled before 
40 witneſles, that at their comming awaie, 
they lett three moveths victuals,and all the 
cattell living in the Fort : ſometimes they 
reportedthar they faw this horrible action, 
ſometimes that Capraine Dawes layd fo, 
ſometimes that one Beadle the Lieutenant 
of Captains Dauies did relate it , varying 
this report into diuerfitie of falſe colours, 
which hold no likenefle and proportion : 
Bur to cleare all doubts, Sir Thomas Gates 
thus relateth the tragedie. 

There was one of the companie who mor- 
rally hated his wife, and therefore ſecretly kil- 
id her, then cus her in pieces and hid her in di- 
wers parts of bis houſe : when the woman was 
miſfing, the man ſuſpeFted , his houſe ſearched, 
and parts of ber mangled body were diſcoue- 

red, 
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red , to excuſe himſelfe ke ſaid that his wife 
died, that hee hid her to ſatisfie his hunger, 
and that he fed daily ypon her. Vpon this, his 
houſe was againe ſearched, yhere they found 
a good quaniitic of meale , oatemeale , beanes 
and peaſe . Hee thereupon was araigned , con- 
feſſed the murder, and was burned for his hor- 
rible-villany. 

Now ſhall the ſcandalous reports of a 
viperous generation, preponderate the te- 
ſtimontes of ſo worthie leaders ? ſhall their 
venemous tongues, blaſt the reputation of 
at auncient & worthy Pezre,who vpon the 
ocular certainty of future bleſsings, hath 

rotcited in his Letters, that he will a- 
crifice himſelfe for his Countrie in this 
ſeruice, it he may be ſeconded ; and if the 
company doe one it ouer he will yet lay 
all his fortunes vpon the proſecution of the 
plantation? ſhall ſworne lyes, and combi- 
ned oathes, lo far priuledge trechery, and 
piracy as to rob vs of our hopes, &to quell 
our noble reſolutions? God forbid : Q#7 in 


wendacio confidit , cito dif fidit, a lyers conti- 
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dence 1s but 2 blazing diffidence. 

Voto Trealons , you may 10yne_coue- 
touſnelle in the Pd AER , Who for their 
Private lucre partly imbezeled the prout- 
lions, partly preuented our trade with the 
Indians , making the matches inthe nighr, 
and foreſtalling our market in the day : 
whereby the Virginians were glutted with 
our trifles , and 1nhaunced the prices of 
their Corne and Vidtuall . That Cop 
which before would haue prouided a BK 
ſhell , would not now obtaine ſo much as 
a pottle : Now habet euentus ſordida Ppreda 
bonos , the conſequent of ſordid gaine 1$ 
vntimely wretchedneſle. 

loyne vnto theſe an other ewll : there 
is great ſtore of Fiſhin the river, eſpeci- 
ally of Sturgeon ; but our men prouided 
no more of them , then for preſent neceſsi- 
tie', not barrelling vp any ſtore againſt 
that ſeaſon the Sturgeon returned to the 
fea. Andnotto diſlembletheir tolly, they 
ſuffered fourteene ners ( which was al! they 
had ) to rot and ſpoile, which by orderly 

dryivg 
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drying and mending might haue been pre- 
ſerued : but being loſt ,all help of fiſhing 
periſhed . Qranto maiora timentur diſpen- 
dia , tanto promptior debet eſſe cautela, tun- 
damentall lofles that cannot be _—_— 


ought with the greateſt caution to 
nemnid. 

The ſtate of the Colony , by theſe acci- 
dents began to find a ſenſible declyning; 
which Powhatan (as a greedy Vulture)ob- 
ſeruing , and boyling with defire of re- 
uenge, he invited Capraine Ratclife , and 
about thirty others to trade for Corne, and 
vnder the colour of faireſt friendſhip, he 
brought them within the compaſle ot his 
amboſh , whereby they were cruelly mur- 
thered, and maſlacred. For vpon coph- 
dence of his fdelitie , they went one and 
one into ſeuerall houſes, which cauled their 
ſeuerall deſtru&tions , when if but any {1x6 
had remained ogether they would have 
been a bulwarke for the nenerall preſeroa- 
tion. After this Powhatan m the night cut 


oft ſome of our boats,he draue away All che 
= Deese 


c Pre- 
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Deere 1nto the farther part of the Coun- 
trie , hee and his people deſtroyed our 
Hogs , ( tv the number of about ſixe hun- 
dred ) he ſent none ot his Indtaas to trade 
with vs , but laied ſecret ambuſhes in 
the woods , that if one or two dropped 
out of the tort alone, they were indaun- 
gered. 

Caſt vp this reckoning together : want 
of gouernment, tore ot idlenefle , their 
expectations fruſtrated by the Traitors , 
their market ſpoyled by the Mariners, 
our nets broken, the deere chaſed, our 
boats loſt , our hogs kilted , our trade with 
the Indians torbidden , ſome of our men 
fled , ſome murthered , and moſt by drin- 


| wt. of the brackiſh water of James fort 


weakened, and indaungered, famyne and 
lickneſle by all theſe meanes increaſed,here 
at home the monies came1n fo ſlowly, that 
the Lo. Laware could not be diſpatched, 
till the Colony was worne and ſpent with 
difficulties: Aboue all, hauing neuther Ru- 
ler, nor Preacher, they neither feared God 


Nor 
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nor man , which prouoked the wrath of 


the Lord of Hoſts, and pulled downe his 
wdgements ypon them, Diſcite iu8titiam 
moniti . Now , ( whether it were that God 
in mercie to vs would weede out theſe 
ranke hemlockes ; or whether in iudge. 
ment to them he would ſcourge their im- 
picties; or whether in wiſedome he would 


trie our patience, Vt magna magne defide- 


remus , that wee may beg great bleſsings 


earneſtly) our hope is that our Sunne ſhall 
not ſet in a cloude , ſince this violent 
ſtorme is diſperſed , ſince all neceſlarie 
things are prouided , an abſolute and po- 
wertul] gouernment is ſetled,as by this 1n- 
ſuing relation ſhall be deſcribed. 

When Sir Thomas Gates arriued in Vir- 
ginia,the ſtrange and vnexpetted condi- 
tion wherein he found the Colony, gaue 
him to vnderſtand , how neuer was there 
more neede of all the powers of judge- 
ment , then at this preſent; it beimg now 


his charge , both to ſaueſuch as he found 
ſo 
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ſo torlorne and wretched, as to redeeme 
him'elfe aud his from fal 127 10to the hike 
calamities. All which conftdered , he en- 
tred mro conſultation with Sir George 
Summers , aud Captaine Newport , and the 
Geotlemen and councell of the former 
goucrament. They examined firit their 
{tore , which after two cakes a day to a 
man, would hold out but {1xteene dayes, 
( it being hue monechs betwixt the ſteal- 
1g away of the Swallow , and his lan- 
ding )the Corne of the Indians but newly 
ſowed, notan eye of Sturgeon, as yet ap-= 
peared iv the river ; And therefore at the 
ſame conſultation it was concluded by a 
generall approbation, That they ſhould 
abandon the Countrie , and in the foure 
Pinaces ( which remained in the riuer ) 
they ſhould make for the New found land, 
where ( it becing fiſhing time ) they mizht 
meete with many Englith Ships,into which 
they hoped to diſperſe the moſt of the 
Company. 


This 
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This concluſion taking effect, vpon 
theſeuenth of Iune Sir Thomas Gates(ha- 
uing appointed cuery ſhip her comple- 
ment and number, and deliuercd like- 
wileto each a-proportionable weight of 
prouiſton ) cauſed cuery man torepaire 
aboord; his company ( and of his com- 
pany himſelic)remained laſt on ſhore,ta 
keepe the towne from being burned, 
which ſome of our owne company mali- 
ciouſlly threatned. About noone they 
fell downe with thetyde co the lland of 
Hogges, and the next morning to the 
Mulbury land : at what time, they diC 
couered the long Boate of the Lord La- 
ware, which bis Lordſhip ( hearing of 
this reſolution by the Captaine ot the 
Fort,which Rtandeth atthe mouth ot the 
river)ſuddenly diſpatched with letters to 
Sir Thomas Gates , which informed him 
of his Lordihips arriuall, Vponreceite of 
theſcletters , Sir Thomas Gates bore vp 
the Helme , and that night with afauou- 


riblewinderclanded all our men atthe 
"| Fort, 
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Fort. Before which, the tenth of Tune 
(being Sunday) his Lordſhip camewith 
all his Fleete , went aſhore in the after- 
noone,heard a Sermon, read his Com. 
miſsion , and entred into conſultation 
forthegood of the Colony, 

In which ſecret counſ(cll, I will alittle 
leauehis Lordſhip, that wee may duly 
oblerne the renealed counſcll of God. 
He that ſhal but turne vp his eye,and be- 
hold the ſpangled Canopie of heauen, 
{hall but caſt down hiseye,and conſider 
the imbroidered Carpetofthe carth,and 
wichall ſhall marke, how the heauens 
heare the earth, theearth hearethe corne 
and oyle ,andthey relieue the neceſsities 
of man, that man wil acknowledge Gods 
infinice prouidence. But hee that ſhall 
further obſcrue, how God inclineth all 
caſuall events, ro worke the neceſlar 
helpe of his Saints, muſt needs adorethe 
Lordsinfimte goodnetſe, Never hada- 
ny people more juſtcanſe to caſt them- 
{clues at the foot-[toole of God, andto 


ICUC» 
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reverencehis mercy , then our diſtreſſed 
Colony : for if God had not ſent Sir 
T bemas Gates from the Bermudos with- 
in fouredaies,they had all beene famiſh- 
ed : if God had not directed the heart of 
that worthy Knight, to {aue the Fort 
from fire at their ſhipping, they had been 
deſticuteof apreſent barbor , and ſuccor ; 
if they had abandoned the Fort any lon+ 
ger time,and had not {o ſoonereturned, 

acſtionlefle the Indians would haue de- 
ſlroied the Fort , which had beene the 
meanes ofour ſafety among them, and a 
terrour vnto them. If they had ſet Saile 
ſooner,and had lanched into theyaſt O- 
ccan,whocould haue promiſed,that they 
ſhould haue encountred the Fleet of the 
Lo. La-ware? eſpecially when they made 
forthe New-tound land, a courſe con- 
trary to our Nauies approaching. It the 
Lord Le-ware had not brought with him 
ayearesprouiſion , what comfort could 
thoſe ſoules haue receiued,to haue beene 
zelanded to aſeconddeſtruftion? Brachi- 
rF 2 um 
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um Domini this was thearme of the Lord 

of Hoſts, who would haue his people to 
paſſe thereddeSea and Wilderneſle, and 
then to poſleſle the land of Canaan : It 
was diuinely ſpoken of heathen Socra- 
tes,S1 Dems fit ſolicitus pro te cur tu tibt ſ18 ſ0- 
licitus i if God for man be carefull , why 
ſho!!]1d man beoue:r diftruſttull ? 

The noble Lord gouernor,atter ma- 
rure deliberation , deliuered ſome few 
words tothe company,laying iuſt blame 
vpon them for their haughty vanities, 
and {luggiſh idleneſſe; earneſtly entrea- 
ting them to amend thoſe de'perate fol- 
lies, Icſthe ſhould be compelled ro draw 
theſword of Iuſtice, and to cut off ſuch 
delinquents , ivvhich he had rather dravy 
(cucn tothe ſhedding of his vital blood ) 
ro protect them from injuries; heartning 
them with relation of that ſtore hee had 
brought with him ;conſti.uting officers 
of all conditions torule ouer them, alot. 
ting euery man his particular place to 
watch vigilantly and woike painefully. 


This 
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This Oration and direion being recei-. 
ued witha generall applauſe, you might 
ſhortly behold the idle and reſtie diſca- 
ſes ofa dinided multitude , by the vnity 
and authority ot chis gouernment, to be 
ſubſtantially cured. Thoſe that knew 
not the way to goodnes before , but che- 
riſhed 1 ingularity and faction, can now 
chalke out the path ofall rel pectiue due- 
tie and ſeruice: euery man endeuouting 
to-out-{trip each other in diligence: the 
' French preparing to plant the! Vines,the 
Enyliſh labouring in the woods nd 
groundes , euery man knoweth his 
clarge,and diſchargeth the ſame with a- 
lacricy, Neither let any man be diſcou- 
raged, by the relation of their daily [a- 
bot (2 as though the ſappe of their bodies 
ſhould be ſpent f orothermens prohite) 
the letled times of working (ro effect all 
themle]ues, or tlie Aduenturers neede des 
fire) requiciag no more pains then from 
fixeot clockein the morning yntill ten, 


and tromtwo of the clocke in the #96 
> Þ 2 noone 
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noone till foure . at both which times 
they are prouided of ſpiritual and corpo- 
rall relic{e, Firſt, they enter into the 
Church, and make their prayers vnto 
God, next,they returneto their houſes, 
and receiue their proportion of foode. 
Nor ſhould it be conceiued,tharthis bu- 
ſines excludeth Gentlemen,wholſle bree- 
ding ncuer knew what a daies labour 
meant; for though they cannot digge, 
vie the ſquare, nor practiſe the axe and 
chizell ; yer may the ſtayde ſpirits of any 
condition finde how to employ the 
torce of knowledge,the excrciſe of coun» 
ſell, the operation and powerof their 
beſt breeding and qualities. The houſes 
which are built areas warme anddefen- 
ſible againſt winde and weather, as if 
they were tiled and (lated; being couered 
aboue with ſtrong boordes, and matted 
round within , according to the faſhion 
of che Indians. Our forces are now ſuch 
asarc able totamethe fury and treachery 
al the Sauages: our Foris aſlure the [nha- 

bitants, 
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bicants,and fruſtrate all aſſailants. And 

toleaue nodiſcouragement in the heart 

ofany , who perſonally ſhall enterinto 

| this orcat action, I will communicate a 

'  doublecomfort: firſt, Sir Georze Summers 
(that worthy Admiral)hath vndertaken 
a dangerous aduenture, for the good of 
the Colony. 

Vpon the fifteenth of Iune(accompa- 
nied vvith Captaine Samnel Ar70ll) heres 
rurned in two Pinaces ynto the Bermu- 
dos, promiling (it by any meanes God 
will open a way to that land ofRockes) 
char he would ſoone returne vwith ſixe 
moneths proviſion of fleſh, and with 
live Hogges to ſtore againe Virginia.Itis 
but eleven daies faile, and we hope that 
God will ſenda pillaroffire todire&his 
tourney, The other comfort is, that the 
Lord gouernour hath built twojnew 
Forts(the one called Fort Henry, and the 
other Fort Charles , in honor of our moſt 
noblePrince and his hope{ull brother ) 
ypon a pleaſant hilt, and neere a little ri- 

ueler, 


| 
l 
' 


52 A true Declaration 


velet vvhich we call South-hamptonri-- 
uer, They ſtand ina wholſome ayre, ha- 
uing pleaty of ſprings of liveete water ; 
they command a greatcircuit of ground, 
containing wood, paſture and meadow, 
wich apt places for vines, corneand gar- 
dens. In which Forts itis reſolued , that 
all thoſe that come out of England ſhall 
be at their firſt landing quartered ; that 
the weariſomnes of the ſea may bee re- 
freſhed in this plealing part of the coun- 
trey. 

The fertility ofthe ſoile, the tempe- 
rature of the climate,the form of gouerns 
ment,thecondition of our people, their 
daily inuocating of the name of God,be- 
iog chus expreſſed ; Why ſhould the ſuc- 
celle(by the rules of mortall iudgement ) 
be delpaired ? Why ſhould not the rich 
haruelt of our hopes be ſcaſonably expe- 
&ed ? I dare lay , that the reſolution of 
(ce/arin Fraunce,the de{ignes of Alexan- 
der in Greece, the diſcoueries of Hernands 
Cortes in the Weſt,and of Emanuel, King 

ot 
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of Portugale inthe Eaſt, vere not incou- 


raged ypon ſo firme grounds offtaie and 
polsibility. All which Icould demon- 
ſtrarc out of their ovyune Records; were I 
norpreuented with halt, to. ſatisne their 
longings,who with an open cate, hear. 
ken afterthe comm odinics- of 1the:coun- 
trey -' whoſe appeiites'T will.co- longer 
fruſtrate, then their:eyes can runneouer 
this ſuccinct Narration. | 
Icalled ita ſuccin& Narration, becauſe 
the commodities in former Treatiſes 
haue beenelargely deſcribed, which 1 will 
only hereepiromiſe,leſtany man ſhould 
change his reſolution , when the ſame 
grounds remaine, which werethe caule 
of his former aduenture. | 
The Councell of Virginia'{ finding 
che ſmalneſle of thatreturne,which they 
hoped ſhould hauedetraied thecharge of 
anew ſupply )entred into a deepe conſul. 
ration,and propounded amongſt theme 
ſelues, whether it were fit toenter into a 
new contribution, orin time toſend for 
H home 
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home the Lord La-ware, and toabandon 
the ation. They reſolued to ſend torfir 
T bomas Gates, who being come, they ad- 
iured him to deale plainely with them, 
and to make a true relation of thoſe 
things which werepreſcntly to be had,or 
hereafter to be hoped forin Virginia. Sir 
Thomas Gates with a folemne and ſacred 
oath replied,chat all things before repor- 
ted were true: that the country yeeldeth 
abundance of wood ,as Oake,Wainſcor, 
Walnut tres, Bay trees, Afhs , Sarſatraſe, 
live Oake, greene all che yeare , Cedar 
and Firre ; which are the. materials ; 
of ſoape aſhes, and pot aſhes, of oylesof 


. walnuts,and bayes,of pitch and tarre, of 


Clap boards, Pipe:ſtaues , Maſts andex- 
ccllent boardes of forty, fifty and ſixtie 
length,and three faote bredth,when one 
Firre tree ts able to make the maine Maſt 
of the greateſt ſhip in England. Heas 
uovched chat there are incredible variety 
of ſweet woods, efpecially of the Balſa- 
mum tree, which Ciſtilleth a pretious 

gum ; 


of Viroinia. 55 

gum; that there2re innumerable” white 
Mulberry trees, which in ſo warme acli- 
mate may cheriſh and feede millions of 
filke wormes , and returne vs in'a very 
ſhortrime, as great a plenty of (i]ke as is 
vented into the whole world from al the 
parts of Italy : that thereare diners ſorts 
of Minerals,eſpecially of Iron oare, lying 
vpon theground for ten miles circuite ; 
of which we haue made triall at home, 
that it maketh as good Iron as any is in 
Europe - ) that a kinde of hempeor flax, 
and flke grafſe doe grow there naturally, 
which will affoord ſtuffe for all manner 
of excellent Cordage : chat the 1juer 
{warmeth with Sturgeon ; theland a- 
boundeth with Vines, the woodes doe 
harbor exceeding ſtore of Beauers, Foxes 
and Squirrils , the waters doe nouriſh a 
oreat encreaſe of Octers; all which are 
couered with pretious furres: that there 
arc in preſentdiſcoucred dyes and drugs 
of ſundry qualities ; that the Orenges 
which haue beene planted, did proſper 
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in the vvinter, which is an infallible ar- 
oument, that Lymmons , ſugar Canes, 
Almonds,Rice, Anniſcede, and all other 
commodities which we baue fromthe 
Staights , maybe ſupplied to vs in our 
owne countrey,and by our owne indu- 
ſry; that thecorne yeeldeth a trebbleen- 
creaſe morethenours; and laſtly , tharic 
is one of the goodlieſt countries ynder 
theſunne,enterucined with fiue maine 
Riuers,and promiling as rich entrals as 
any Kingdome of theearth, to whom 
theſunne is no neerer a neighbour. 

| VVharthelethings will yeelde, the 
Merchant beſt knowerb,who findeth by 
cxpetience,that many hundreth of thou- 
faads of pounds are yearly ſpentin Chri- 
Nleadome in thele commodities. The 
Merchantknoveth , that Caucare and 
Traine which come from Ruſsia, can be 
brought hither bur once in the yeare, in 
regard of the Ice : and that Sturgeon 
whichis brought from the Eaſt coun- 
tries , can come but twice a yeare, and 


that 
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that not before the end of Aprill ,orthe 
beginning of May; which many times 
in regard of the heat of thoſe moneths, is 
taiated in the tranſportation : when 
from Virginia they may be broughtto 
vs in foureand tweaty daies,and inal the 
colde ſeaſons of the yeare. The Mer- 
chants know , that the commodity of 
ſope and pot aſhes are very ſcant in 
Pruſia; that they are brought three hun- 
dred miles by land, and three hundred 
miles by riuers, before they come to the 
Sea ; that they pay a cuſtome there, and 
another in Denmarke, which enhanceth 
the prices exceedingly : Bur in Virginia 
they may hauethem wichout carriage by 
land orcuſtom ( becauſe fiue Nauigable 
Riuers doe lead vp five ſeuerall waies 
intothc bowels ofthe wholecountrey, ) 
As thereforethe like Riuers, are the cauſe 
of the tiches of Holland,ſo will thele be 

to vs a wondrous cauſe of ſauing of ex. 
pences. Themerchant knowetrh , that 

through thetroublesin Poland & Mul. 
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couy(wholc eternall warres are likethe 
Antipathy of the Dragon & Elephants ) 
all their trafhique for Maſtes , Deales , 
Pitch, Tarre, Flaxe, Hempe, and Cor-. 
dage,are cuery day more and more in- 
dangercd,and the woods of thoſe coun- 
cries are almoſt exhauſted. All which 
are to behadin Virginia with farreleſle 
charge,and farremore ſafery, Laſtly,the 
Merchant knowerh , that for our com. 
modities in the Staights,as ſvycet vines, 
orcnges , lemmoads,anniſceds, &c. that 
we hp at the deuotion of politique 
Princes and States, who for their proper 
vtility , deuiſe all courſes to grinde our 
merchants , all pretences to conhicate 
their goods,and to draw from vsal mar- 
row of gaine by their inquiſitine inuen- 
tions: When in Virginia, a few yeares 
labour by _— and husbandry, will 
furniſh all our deteRts, with honour and 
ſecurity; eſpecially lince the Frenchmen 
(who are with the Lord Gonernour)do 
conhdently promiſe, that within two 

years 
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yeares we may expect a plentifull Vin- 
tage. 

IVhen therforethis nobleenterpriſe, 
by the rules of Religion is expreſly iuſti- 
fied , when the pallages by Sea are all 0» 
pen anddiſcoucred ; when the climate 
is ſo fruitfully tempered ; when the natu« 
rall riches of the foile are ſ6 powerfully 
confirmed : will any man fo much be- 
tray his owne inconltderate ignorance, 
and bewray his raſhneſſe ; that when 
the ſame. Sunne ſhineth , he ſhould not 
haue the ſame cies to beholde it , when 
the ſame hoperemaines, he ſhould not 
hauetheſame heart to apprehend it? At 
the voyage of Sir Thomas Gates, what 
ſivarmes of people defared to be tranſpor- 
ted ? whar alacrity and chcerefulneſſein 


the Aduenturers by free wil offcrings, to- 


build vp this new Tabernacle ? Shall we 
how be deieted? Shall we caſt downe 
ourheads like Bullruſhes ? becauſe one 
ſtorme at ſea hath deferred our ioyes and 
comforts !V Ve ate too effeminate in our 

long- 
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longings , androo impatient of delaies. 
Gods al-diſpoſing providence , is not 
compellable by mans violence: Let any 
wiſedome giuea ſolide reaſon, why his 
purpolcſhould be changed , when thoſe 
crounds which gaue lite to his firſt pur- 
pole, are notchanged. It is but a golden 
{lumber, thatdreameth of any humane 
felicity,vvhich is not ſauced with ſome 
contingent miſeric. Dolor ex voluptas,mui- 
cem cedint , Griete and pleaſure are the 
crolle ſailes of the worlds cucr-turning- 
windmill. Let roman therefore be 0- 
uer Wiſe,to caſt beyond themoone and 
ro multiply needlefſedovbts and queſti- 
ons. Hannibal by too much wiſedome, 
loſt opportunity to. haue ſacked Rome 
Charles the eighth of Fraunce, by tempo- 
riſing,loſtthe Kingdome of Naples, and 
the gouernement of Florence: Henrythe 
ſcuenth by roo much ouer-warines, loſt 
the riches of the golden Indies. Occaſi- 
on is pretious , but when it is occaſion, 
Some ofour neighbours would ioinc in 


the 
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theaCtion,itrhey might be 1oynt intert- 
torzin the Plantation; vwhich is an eui- 


dent pro ole,t har Virginia (112}l no {coAr* 


be quitted by VS, then} ic wilt bereinhabi- 
ted by them. Adiſhonor of that nature, 
that willeternally blemijſh our Nation 

as though ve v, crelike the furious Pyr . 
rus, or impettous Swiflers, who Ina 
brunc can conquerany thing, but with 
wiledome can maintaine nething, Ir is 
time to wipe away fuch an impuration 
of Barbarilme ,elpecially 1 {incetheconles- 
quence18 ſo pregnant, that without this 
or thelike, theſtate cannot ſubſilt with- 
out ſome dangerous and imminent mu. 
ration, Heis ouer blindethat doth not 
ſee, what an ir.undation of people doth 
oucrilow chis little THland : Shall we vent 
this deluge, by indire& and vnckriſtian 
policies? > (] hal we imitatethe bloody and 
heithcniſh counſell of the Romanes , to 
leaue a Carthage ſtanding , that may ex- 
hauſt our people by forraine warre? of 


{hall we nouriſh domeſticall fation, 
| that 
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that as in the dayes of ViteRlius and eſpa- 
/ian,the ſonne may imbrew his hands in 
the blood of the father ? Or ſhall we fol- 
low the barbarous foort-ſteps of the ſtate 
of China,to impriſon our people ina lit- 
tle circle of the earth,and conſume them 
by peſtilence # Or ſhall we like the beaſt 
of Babylon,denie toany ſort the honou- 
rableeſtate of mariage,and allow abho- 
minable ſtewes , that our people may 
not ouer increaſe in multicude? Or ſhall 
wetakean inhumaneexample from the 
Muſcouite, in atimeof tamine toput 
tenne thouſand of the poore vnder the 
yce, as the Mice and Rats of a ſtate poli- 
tique? If all theſe be diabolicall and hel- 
liſh prote&ts,whar other means remaines 
tovs,vut by ſerling fo excellcnt a Planta- 
tion, todilimbarke ſome millions of 
people ypon aland that Aloweth with all 
manner of plenty? 

To wade a little further , who cuer ſas 
luted the monuments of antiquity , and 
doth not fnde, that Carthage alpired ro 


be 


be Empreſle of the world, by her oppor* 
tunity of hauens and multitude of {hip- 
ping ? What hindereth the great Mahu- 
metane Prince, from ſeazing vpon al the 
territories of Europe, but onely the want 
of skilfull marriners? What created the 
rich and free ſtates of Holland , but their 
winged Nauy ? It was a fit embleme that 
painted death ſtanding vpon the ſhoares 
of Fraunce , Germany and Spaine, and 
looking ouer into England : intymating 
vnto vs,thatſolongas we are Lords of 
the narrow ſeas, death ſands on the 0- 
ther ſhoares, and onelycan looke vpon 
vs: but if our wooden wals vere rnina- 
ted, death would ſoone makea bridge 
tro come ouer, anddeuoure our Nation. 
When thereforeour mils of Iron,and ex- 
cellc of building,hauec already turned our 
greateſt woods into paſture and cham-» 
p:on , within thele few years; neither the 
(cattered Forreſts,of England, northe di- 
miniſhed Groues of Ireland, will ſupply 
the detect of our Nauy.When in Virgt- 
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niathere is nothing wanting , but onely 
mens labours, toturniſh both Prince, 
State and merchant, without charge or 
difficulty, Againe', whither ſhall wee 
tranſport ourcloth, and hovy ſhall we 
{uſtaine our Artiſans ? Shall we ſend itin- 
to Turkey? Somepriuate and deceitful. 
auarice hath diſcredited our merchan- 
dize. Into Spaine ? it aboundeth with 
ſhcepe and wooll. Into Poland and Mu(. 
coiuy ? the daunger doth oucr-ballance 
the gaine in times of contention, Into 
Fraunce and Germany ? they ate for the 
molt part ſuppiie4 by their ovwne peace, 
V Vhen if our Colony were peopled in 
Virginia , mutabit vellera merces, we (all 
exchange our ſtore of cloth for other 
merchandiz:, Letany man refolue w! y 
il.e Conncell o! Virginia, doe novy moſt 
earneſtly continue their adventures? vp! 
thole that were eye Wirnefles ) of tle 
former {uppoled muleries,do voluntarily 
recurne \with 1oy and comfort 2 why 
thoſcnobleand worthy perlonages, doe 
oficr 


of Viromia. G5 
offer to make the action gocd vpon the 
hazard of their liues & fortunes? And why 
S'r Thomas Gates longeth and lialteneth to 
go thither again, and the Lord La-warede- 
ſirerh ſo carneſtly to ſlay there? Are not all 
thcle thingsas deereto them as to any 0- 
ther of the Aduznturers ? Haue not their 
hopes the ſame wingstheir feares the lame 
ferters? their eſtates the ſamerockes ? their 
lives and ſoules greater gulfes of perill and 
del>a.r? And yet neither the imbracements 
of their wiues , nor indulgence to their 
babes,north: encole& of their domelticke 
fortunes, nor baniſhment from their na- 
tine ſole , nor any experimented dangers 
have broken their nobierelolution, 

And therefore, he that deſireth to pur- 
C::aſeint.l! ible hope of priuate Vtility ,hee 
Ut aimerh at the honor & w ealch ot ls 
native county; kethar eiteemech his on 
rep:iteas d-ereas his oivneeies; he that en- 
deanovrerh to enlarce the dorm nions of 
his Prince, and tie Kingdome ot his Gol ; 
lec kim remember what hee hath already 

jpeat, which is all buried; let him cont 
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der the conſequences of ſtate, which are all 
vaniſhed into ſmoake; let him conceiue 
what a ſcorne weſhall be made to the ma- 
ligners of our ſtate abroad , and our 1 affe- 
Redat home;ler him meditate,the external 
riches of other Ringdoms, able to buy and 
ſell the monarch of the weſt, let him heare 
the triumphant boaſting of the beaſt of 
Rome.asthoughGod would not [ufter our 
{chilmaticall and hereticall Religion, to be 
intuſed into a new conuerted Region : O 
all ye worthies, follow the cuer-ſounding 
erumpetofa bleſſed honour; ler Religion 
berhefuſt aim of your hopes, e+ c&tera ady- 
cientur,and other things frat be caſt vnto 
you : your names {hall be regiſtred to po- 
ſterity with a glorious title ; Theſe are the 
menywhom God raiſed to aupment the State of 
their countrey , and to propagate the Goſpell of 
Teſus Chrijt.Neyther ought any manto liue 
ynder Auguſtus,as it he lined vnder Domiti- 
an, quibus mertia eft pro ſapientia, to whom 
ſluggilhnes & privacy is imputcd for wiſe- 
dome and pecll:cy. The lame God that 
hath ioyned three Kingdomes vnder one 
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(ear ,wil not be wanting to adde a fourth, 
if wee would diflolue that froſty Icineſle 
which chilleth our zeale, and maketh vs 
ſo cold in the a&tion. But itis a meere 14a, 
ſpeculation and fancy, to ſow {pariogly, 
and yet expett for to reape plentitully , 
when a penurious ſupply is like checaſting 
on of 2 little water ypon a great fire, thar 
quencheth not the heat, bur augments it; 
when pcocraltinating delayes, and lingring 
counlels , doeloſerhe oportunity of flying 
time; whereby we rather bevvray our Co- | 
loay then releeuethem : letno man adore 
11s goldeas his God , nor his Mammon as 
his Maker.lf God haue ſcattered his ble(- 
{1ngs vpon you as ſnow, will youreturne 
no tributary acknowledgement of his 
goodnefle? If you will, can you cle a 
more excellent ſubiect, then to calt downe 
the al:ars of Diuels,that you may raiſe vp 
the Alar of Chiiſt : to forbid the lacrihce 
of men,that they may offer vp the ſacrifice 
of contrite lpirites; tO reduce Barbarilme 
and inadelity , to ciuill gouernement and 
Chriſtianity? Si frigido loquor , nibil loquor ; 
If 
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Ifl ſpeake to aman void of piety, 1 ſpeake 
burrhe words of winde and vanity ; other: 
viſe how doth that man groane vader the 
worlds corruption, that doth not actually 
or vocally halten the worldes conuerſion ? 
Doubtye not but God hath determined, 
anddemonſtrated (by the wondrous pre- 
ſeruation of thoſe principal perſons which 
fell ypon the Bermudos ) that he will raiſe 
our Rate, and build his Church in that ex- 
cellent climarte,if the ation be ſe- 
conded with reſolution 
and Religion. 


Ni diſperandum Chriſto Duce, ex* Auſpice 
Chriſto. 


